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 The path and destination are inside every student.
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The key to a child’s development is the tools and training necessary to make good decisions.
Because, after all, life is a series of choices. To educate the mind, heart and to build the skill of
hand is to train each to work in harmony with the others. To lead, they must learn to discipline

themselves because nothing of significance is attained without discipline. They must
understand the fight of discipline will be with them their entire life. The body will want to
rule, so will their emotions, but the spirit, heart, and mind, must lead and the body must

follow. 
 

“A fight is going on inside me,” said an old man to his son. “It is a terrible fight between two
wolves. One wolf is evil. He is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt,

resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. The other wolf is good. He is joy,
peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth,

compassion, and faith. The same fight is going on inside you.”
 

The son thought about it for a minute and then asked, “Which wolf will win?”
 

The old man replied simply, “The one you feed.”
 

The Power Choices:
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Which will you feed?
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We must teach them not to focus on those things or people who may have ill will or
negative thoughts concerning me, but focus on the task at hand. We must assist them in
feeding their faith and starving their doubts.

Some years ago, my teammates and I were preparing to catch a flight from Israel to
Egypt for an exhibition game. At that time, I had never been to Egypt, so I prepared
myself for another long trip in my ignorance. As usual, I carefully packed my carry-on. I
made sure I had music and a book to read. Once we were on the plane, I settled in,
putting on my headphones and enjoying my book. To my surprise, as soon as we took
off, it seemed we were landing. I glanced at my watch, only to find that we had been in
the air for about 30 to 35 minutes; there was no way we had arrived, I thought. I was
astonished to discover that we had indeed landed in Egypt. I couldn’t help but laugh at
myself for thinking that something so close was so far away, much like the Israelites in
their journey from Egypt to the Promised Land. I have always been intrigued by the
story of the Israelites chronicled in the Bible and how it took a previously enslaved
people 40 years to make an 11-day journey from Egypt to Israel. So, for me to witness
how close the two countries are, were quite revealing.
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 Exodus’s story became the catalyst in my discovery that we are never as far away from our
dreams as it may seem. Our goals are forever present and within our reach, even when they
appear a great distance elsewhere. However, what we carry on the inside of us matters. We see
in the story of the exodus that the Israelites physically left the land of the Egyptians. However,
they brought Egypt within them, all of those twisted beliefs, customs, and the Egyptian way of
life. God could take them physically out of Egypt, but He couldn’t take Egypt out of them. No
matter how powerful you are, you can’t change someone. They must decide to improve
themselves. God has given us all the power of choice. He has put before us blessings and
curses, and we must choose.

As the story goes, a generation died in the wilderness. The Israelites continued to grumble and
complain, some even wishing that they could go back. Others accused Moses of bringing them
into the wilderness to die. They spent 40 years going in circles. God had given them riches to
take with them on their journey, where they couldn’t spend one penny of it. even in slavery,
they had become people of consumption, people who would spend when there was nothing to
buy. So they took much of the silver, gold, diamonds, and gems and built a calf. They desired
to worship something they created with their hands and could see with their eyes; they bowed
their knees to natural riches. The Israelites wanted an idol over the mighty God, and because of
this, they sealed their fate. That generation would never see the Promised Land.
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Many of us hate the wilderness, as the Israelites did. And we do many of the same
things; we murmur, complain, take our last and build idols. However, the wilderness

is a place of testing, development, and transformation. Please don’t allow it to
become your place of rest. Remember, your dreams are closer than you think. But, it

would be best if you did what the early Israelites failed to do, change. They were
unable to leave Egypt in Egypt. You must understand that where you’re going will

not be where you’ve been. It will require a new and improved you. It will require faith
and patience, which will challenge you, but that’s ok. God does not want you to

recreate the hell you left in a new place. We all build from the inside out.
 

What we put inside of our students ultimately will matter. If we feed them the
elements of developing a successful life, at some future moment, it will bear fruit.
Join, The New Tenth Foundation as we empower our young people to take control

over their future.
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